
 
St.	Lawrence	Church 

Parish	Council	Meeting 

July	27,	2023 
 
Members	present:	Fr.	Joe	DeCosta,	Donna	Lebert,	Melissa	Ferrara,	Bob	DeMarini,	
Donna	Shanoff,	Dawn	Walczak,	Lou	Hosking,	John	Balchus 
 
Others	in	attendance:		Al	Karg,	Margaret	Whiteman,	Kirk	Whiteman,	Diana	Blair,	Bill	
Zeidler 
 
The	meeting	opened	at	7:03	pm	with	a	welcome	from	Donna	Lebert	and	a	prayer	
from	Fr.	Joe.	All	council	members	in	attendance	previously	read	and	reviewed	the	
minutes	from	the	last	meeting	which	was	sent	via	email.		The	minutes	were	
approved	as	presented.		 
 
Ministry	Committee	Reports: 
				*	Liturgy:		Fr	Joe	reported	that	John	Nisbet	was	let	go	from	his	position	as	music	
director	at	the	end	of	June.		The	position	has	been	posted	again	online	on	the	Indeed	
and	Yale	School	of	Sacred	Music	websites.		Al	Karg	also	suggested	the	NPM	website.	
Fr	Joe	would	like	a	hiring	committee	to	be	formed	to	include	parishioners	who	serve	
in	positions	that	will	have	close	contact	with	the	music	minister.		Nancy	Rymut	is	
available	to	play	at	Masses	starting	in	August	until	a	replacement	is	hired.		August	
10th	is	the	Feast	of	St	Lawrence	and		August	15th	is	the	Feast	of	the	Assumption,	a	
Holy	day	of	Obligation.		Margaret	Whiteman	is	communicating	with	those	involved	
in	the	youth	Masses	which	will	hopefully	start	up	again	soon.		A	group	hopes	to	meet	
in	September	to	brainstorm	who	and	what	is	needed	to	resurrect	the	Liturgy	
committee.		Margaret	stated	she	has	heard	from	half	of	the	Eucharistic	Ministers	as	
to	whether	they	are	comfortable	resuming	home	visits.		To	date,	5	have	agreed	to	
resume,	5	are	not	willing	to,	and	approximately	8	have	yet	to	respond.		September	is	
the	month	targeted	for	this	ministry	to	resume.		Fr	Joe	has	been	distributing	the	
Eucharist	to	Catholic	residents	at	Masonicare	in	Chester	and	a	few	other	
parishioners.		Eileen	Boulay	will	be	asked	to	put	a	paragraph	in	the	bulletin	asking	
for	any	parishioners	interested	in	receiving	the	Eucharist	at	home	and	an	
announcement	will	be	made	at	Masses. 
*	Finance:	Margaret	Whiteman	reported	a	parish	net	income	of	$22,000.		$12,000	
has	been	placed	in	capitol	reserve	for	the	year.		There	is	an	income	of	$7,000	from	a	
CHWC	credit.		The	standard	5%	stewardship	donations	have	been	sent	out.		Bill	



Zeidler	asked	for	an	updated	amount	from	the	diocese	lawsuit.		To	date	the	parish	
has	paid	$11,500	for	attorney	fees.		It	is	projected	that	more	information	will	be	
forthcoming	in	the	fall. 
				*	CCD:	Diana	Blair	reported	that	24	children	attended	vacation	Bible	camp	and	it	
was	a	great	success.		CCD	registrations	are	coming	in	for	the	2023-24	school	year.		
Margaret	Whiteman	reported	that	14	teens	will	be	confirmed	in	November	at	St	
Peter	Church	at	a	combined	parish	Mass.		St	Peter	Church	has	12	teens	being	
confirmed.		Classes	will	begin	again	in	September.		 
 
				*	TIA:		Kirk	Whiteman	reported	that	CHWC	in	Newton	NJ	was	an	awesome	
experience	for	all	involved.		There	were	24	teens	from	both	parishes	in	attendance	
and	these	teens	formed	a	unique	bond	with	each	other.		The	teens	have	requested	to	
meet	more	than	once	a	month.		It	is	expected	that	the	TIA	meetings	will	resume	
again	in	late	August	or	early	September. 
 
				*	Healing	Ministry:	Alice	Lucas	submitted	a	written	report.	Rides	are	still	being	
provided	to	medical	appointments	for	those	in	need	and	there	are	5	drivers.	Blood	
pressure	clinics	have	returned	and	will	occur	after	Masses	on	the	first	weekend	of	
each	month	as	well	as	monthly	at	the	Estuary	lunch.		A	blood	drive	is	being	
scheduled	for	late	August.		A	program	offering	safety	tips	regarding	phone	scams	
and	crime	prevention	is	in	the	planning	stages	as	is	a	CPR	course. 
	 
				*	Hospitality:		Al	Karg	reported	that	‘coffee	and’	occurs	the	3rd	Sunday	of	every	
month.		Two	parishioners	have	volunteered	to	add	the	4	pm	Mass.		He	stated	that	
there	are	not	enough	greeters	to	cover	Masses	each	month.		Bob	Vissers	has	offered	
to	help	Al	set	up	an	online	scheduling	option	for	greeters.		Al	also	reminded	that	
funeral	receptions	need	to	be	addressed	at	some	point	in	the	near	future.		 
 
			*	Stewardship:	Nothing	new	to	report. 
 
			*	Plant	&	Facilities:	Bob	DeMarini	reported	that	there	was	a	loss	of	power	during	
a	recent	830	am	Mass,	the	generator	worked	as	expected	and	Mass	continued	
without	interruption.		Donna	Lebert	asked	if	anyone	knew	who	is	repainting	the	
sign	in	the	front	of	the	Church	and	no	one	knew.		Donna	also	asked	if	the	
landscaping	company	can	be	hired	to	do	other	duties	aside	from	mowing	and	mulch.		
A	suggestion	was	made	for	a	clean	up	day	which	can	involve	the	TIA	as	it	had	in	
previous	years.		Donna	reported	that	Steve	St	John	confirmed	with	her	that	the	
Knights	are	trimming	bushes,	painting	trim	on	the	hall	and	handling	other	minor	
repairs.		Donna	will	discuss	the	asbestos	testing	with	Karen	Shea	and	then	quotes	to	
replace	the	hall	flooring	will	be	obtained.		The	Columbiettes	may	be	able	to	offer	
some	financial	assistance	with	this	project.		Donna	purchased	a	Blink	security	
camera	for	the	Narthex.		Donna	also	obtained	the	name	of	the	manufacturer	of	the	
microphone	used	at	St	Mary’s	Church	in	Branford.		Dawn	Walczak	stated	if	the	
parish	purchases	the	microphone	she	will	see	to	it	that	it	gets	installed.		There	was	



nothing	new	to	report	on	the	church	door	project	aside	from	that	a	new	contractor	
is	coming	to	see	about	replacing	them.	
	
Website/Communications:	Nothing	new	to	report. 
 
Suggestion	Box	–	A	suggestion	was	made	to	‘replace	the	Jesus	statue’.		No	name	was	
provided	so	the	author	can	not	be	contacted	to	explain	this	suggestion	more	
specifically. 
 
Old	Business:		 
 
There	is	no	replacement	yet	for	the	child	advocate	position. 
 
The	organ	repairs	are	still	on	hold.		 
 
New	Business:					 
 
A note needs to be placed on the suggestion box reminding people that they need to leave 
their name and preferable contact information when writing a suggestion.  Suggestions 
without names can not be addressed properly. 
 
 
The	next	Parish	Council	meeting	will	be	September	28,	2023	at	7	pm	in	the	parish	
hall.		A	motion	was	made	by	Donna	Lebert	to	adjourn	the	meeting.	The	meeting	
adjourned	at	8:26	pm	with	a	prayer	by	Fr	Joe. 
 
Respectfully	Submitted	by 
Melissa	Ferrara,	Secretary 
 


